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_ Reverend Brethren , 


H preſent divided Con- 
— — dition of the Chriſtian 

S Communion amongſt us, 
and the further Diſtracti- 
ons of it which ſeem ap- 


parently to threaten us, 
28 they are melanchoſick Circumſtances 


that may deſerve the utmoſt Compaſſion 


and Concern of all good Chriſtians; ſo 


do they more peculiarly call for, T he 


Care and Application of thoſe Who are 


entruſted with that Sacred Depoſs aum, 


which does oblige Us, *Op%mudy my 


Aw Th d, Rightly 50 divide the 


Mord of Truth, 


7 


Az „ 


ELL... IJ 
And therefore that we may not ſeem 
wanting in our Duty to the Church of 


God, I ſhall upon this preſent Conſulta- 


tion, offer you ſome Thoughts, which 
by _ better Improvement, and the 
Bleſſing of God attending your good En- 


deavours, may, I hope, prove in ſome 


meaſure uſeful towards the ſettling theſe 
Diſtractions : Or if we may not prove 
ſo happy as to convince all Gainſayers, 
* at leaſt, by a juſt Apology for our 
oly Communion, we may give our own 
Conſciences that Quiet and Affurance, 
that we are under the Enjoyment of a 
truly Catholick and Apoſtolick Com- 
munion. 1 i 
It was obſerv'd in the Cloſe of my laſt, 
that we are all of Us oblig'd by our 
Creed to profeſs, One Holy Catholick 
Church, One Communion of Saints 
And therefore it is Catholiciſm, which 
muſt be the true Note or Character to 
diſtinguiſh the Truth of Communion | 
from all falſe Claims or Pretenſions 
to it. 2 Ee Pd 
Catholiciſm therefore does not onl 
Denote what the Grammatical Notion of 
it offers, Univerſality of Time and Place, 
but does alſo further connote the gee” 
+ 0 
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m of that Thing which from thence is de- 
of | nominated Catholick, i. e. the Truth of 
a- Comma © 0 fn Rn 
ch! And Communion in its proper Notion 
he includes a Right and Title to all 
n- ſuch Benefits, Privileges and Advantages, 
ne as are granted to any Community, or 
le Society, and which may be in common 
ve | enjoy d by all the Members of that So- 
rs, ciety, upon Condition of their acting 
ur | according to the Rules and Laws of 
vn that Charter by which the Community 
de, does ſubſiſt. —— 
2 Hence it is we may clear a Notion 
m- which runs through all the Writings of 
| the moſt Primitive and Orthodox Fathers 
ſt, in all their Diſputes againſt either He- 
ur reticks or Schiſmaticks, viz. How it is 
ck that a Particular Church may be trul 
s: | call'd Catholick, without giving any Ad- 
ch vantage to the Cauſe of the Church of 
to! Nome by it. I ſhall trouble you at pre- 
on | ſent but with one Inſtance to ſhew the 
ns | Pact of it from St. Auguſtine in his Diſputes | 
| with the Donatiſts of his Time, in his E- | 
Iy piſtle to Vincentius, Ep. 48. Cum Civitas mea | 
of tota efſet in parte Donati, timore Legum Im- | 
ce, — perialium, ad unitatemCatholicam converſa — 
2 ei. Here we ſee the Donatiſts, whilſt | 
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In 
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in 2 State of Separation, are by him 
 reckon'd to be a Party or F t only 
whilſt his own particular Church of 
Hippo is call'd by him the Catholick | 
Communion. - 

| Upon this Foot it is 1 would endea- 
vour to vindicate the Catholiciſm of the 
Communion of the Church of England, 
againſt the Claims of all Separatiſts of all 
kinds whatſoever, whether Papiſts or 
others: Which may, I hope, be done 
by a clear Proof of the Propolition fol- 
lowing, that 5 
I. The Church is a Body or Spiritual 
Incorporation. 
2 Jeſus Chriſt is dhe Head of that 


Body. 
$5 1 eſus Chriſt never left One "7 Ws 
ſal Viſible Head of that Body, not St. 
Peter, "nay donſequent i his Succeſs 
flors; For 
4. The reſt of the Apoſtles ad the 
ſame Power with St. Perer, and the fame 
Title too of being Foundations. i 
5. The Biſhops ſucceeded the Apo- 
ſtles in their ordinary Office of Govern- 


ment, within their limited particular 
Diſtrids. | 


6. A 


(5) 


6. And therefore every Biſhop in Hir 


own Church is to be look'd upon as the 


Vicar of Chriſt, and firſt Principle of 


Unity. 
7. Hence it follows that the Catholick 
Church Militant upon Earth, is an Aggte- 
gate Body of Particular Churches. : 
8, Hanes accordingly Catholick Com- 
muniĩon muſt depend upon particular 
Communion. 
9. And therefore whoſoever does vo- 
luntarily refuſe Communion with the 
particular Biſhop of that Juriſdiction 
wherein he lives, without Juſt Cauſe, is 


not only a Schiſmatick from Him, ut” 


alſo from the Catholick Church. 


A clear Proof of theſe Propoſi _ 


may, I hope, be ſufficient not only to 


lead us into the Reaſon for, but o 


ſhew us alſo the true Nature of Catho- 
lick Communion. _ 
And therefore to proceed orderly, we 


muſt endeavour to prove, 


1. That the Church of Chriſt 18 2 
Body, or Spiritual Incorporation. 
This is the Foundation of the whole, 
and this Queſtion has been generally 
taken for a Peſtilatum, a Propoſition ſup- 
hors and granted, rather than dil bi 
is 


| 
' 
| 
: 
J 
4 
| 
| 
| 


Osmnipotence. 
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"This the Romanifts, and indeed all the 


Separatiſts of all kinds whatſoever, who 
think the Intereſts of Religion cannot 
be ſupported without, a due and orderly 


Government, do allow us; and was ne- 


ver yet put upon the Queſtion, till our : 


modern Epicureans firſt rais'd the Scruple. 
Who becauſe they dare not under the 


Manifeſt Light of a Goſpel Revelation, 


wholly deny the Exiſtence of a God, 
have therefore, like their old Maſter, 


endeavour'd to ſet him as far out of their 
ſight as poſſibly they can; and deny to 
him that Power and Providence, without 
which the Good Government of the 


World cannot ſubſiſt, make him an idle 


and unconcern'd Spectator of Human Af- 


fairs, and then inveſt themſelves with 


all the Powers and Prerogatiyes of 


what they vainly think a dethron'd 


— 


Hence is it we have thoſe looſe and 


confounding Principles; for Confuſion 


1s the Natural Conſequence of them, - 
which have of late been ſo induſtriouſly 
ſpread among us, cultivated and propa- 
gated with all the cunning craftineſs of 
Deceit; ſuch, is that in the Civil Polity, 
that all Power is originally from the 
=}: E  . 
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People, and therefore accountable to them 
only, ſuch again is that in the Sacred 
Polity, That every Man by his own 
private Judgement or Diſcretion, is or 
may be the Author of his own Religion 
to himſelf, both in its Principle and 
Practice; and thus being got looſe from 
God Almighties Authority, ſet up for 
ſuch a Liberty and Latitude of Free- 
thinking, as leaves them uncontrol'd, un- 
accountable to any other Being but them= 
ſelves, either for their Principle or their 
Practice. 
This being then the Occaſion of As 
ſputing this Queſtion, and our preſent 


Thoughts being determin'd to the Con- 


ſideration of the Sacred Polity only, it 
will concern us to conſider, how far the 
Notions of theſe Libertines in Thought, 
do or do not agree with the Poſitive In- 
ſtitutions of God Almighty in the ot 
bliſhment of the Sacred Polity. 
We have of late been ſurpriſingly en- 
tertain'd with ſuch a Notion or Defini- 
tion of the Church, as has I think, never 
vet been heard of ſince the firſt Eſta- 
Lliſhment of the Chriſtian Society, vis. 
That it is no more than ſuch a Number 
of a as are in Gods Eternal Purpoſe 
| B deſign d 


„ T7 
defign'd for everlaſting Happineſs ; now 
where there is a Community tis true in- 
deed there muſt be Number, but then that 


alone will not give us a clear and diſtinct 
Idea of what we call a Community or So- 


ciety. And therefore God Almighty 
tells us he made all Things not only in 
Number, but in Weight and Meaſure too, 


he tells us he is a God of Order, not of 


Confuſion; for in this the Happineſs of 
a Community does conſiſt, that its Num- 
ber be under an orderly and regular Di- 
rection, guided and conducted by wiſe 


Laws and Rules, net only to the private 


Advantage of each Particular, but to the 
publick Quiet and Harmony of the 
whole; and therefore the Scriptures re- 
preſent the Church, not only as a caſual 


_confus'd Number, but as a regular and 


duly Organizd Body, © 


- Thus Epheſe 1. v. 12, 13. Chriſt is gi- 
ven to be the Head over all things to e 


Church, which is bis Body. So again, 
cap. 4. v. 5 16. That we may grow "| 
| 


things which is the Head 


'zrifo bim in a 


even Chriſt, from whom the whole Body 


fitly joyn'd together, and compacted by 


that which every Joynt ſupplyeth, ac- 
cording to the effectual Working in the 


Meaſure 


Ca 


Meaſure of erery Part, maketh Increaſe ok 


the Body to the edifying of it ſelf in Love. 
And this Organiz'd or Imbody d Num- 
ber is repreſented in Scripture, ſome- 


times under the Character of a Natural 
Body, as we fee in general by the fore- 


cited Places of tho Apoſtle, but more 
particularly Þy St. Paul, in his 1 Ep. to 


the Cor. ch. 12. v. 12. Fon as the Body 
is One, and hath many Members, and 


all the Members of that One Boch : 
being many are One | Boay, even ſo is 


_ Chriſt; i. & Chriſts Church; and ſo on 


to the end of that Chapter, where he 
elegantly ſets: forth the . due Organiza- 
tion of the ſeveral parts for ſupporting 
the Beauty and Harmony of the whole, 


That there ſhould be no Schiſm in the 


Body,as we are told v. 25. 

Sometimes again the Church is ron. 
ſented in Scripture as a Political Body, 
and to thew. us that it really is ſo, it is 
there repreſented under all the different 
Kinds of Political ons AR: toe 
inſtance, | 85 

1. Sometimes as 2 Family of wich 
Chriſt is the Oivoε⁰²9ᷓ e, So Epheſ. 3. 15. 
Of whom the whole Family in Heaven and 
Earth is nam d: So allo Heb, 3. 6. But 
* Chrift 
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Feſus the ee of the 


, 


Criſt as 4 Son over his own Houſe, bod | 


Houſe we are. Hence Chriſtians are 
eall' d, Oixcioi Oed, and Ora xg. The Dome- 


flicks 25 God, Epheſ. 2. 19. Matth. 10. 25. 


And Paul tells Timothy, that the || 
Church of the living God is 24 Houſe of 

God, as well as the Pillar and Ground 
of Truth. And laſtly our Sayiour him- 


{elf tells his Diſciples, IF they. have call d 


the Maſter of the Houſe Beelzebub, how 


much more (ball they call them of his 


Houſbol d, Matt. 0. 25. Again 

2. The Church is ſometimes repre- 
ſented in Scripture, as a City or larger 
Incorporate Society, whereof Chriſt is 


the chief Magiſtrate. So Heb. 12, v.22, 


23, 24 · But ye are come unto Mount 
Sion, and unto the City of the living God, 
the Heavenly Jeruſalem; and to an in- 


mumerable Company of Angels; to the 
neral A eb Aci of the "$f 
born, which are written in Heaven; 2 
zo God t he Fudge of all, and to the 5 7 
rits f Fuſt Men made p 7 an 


ewe = 


So alſo Gal. 4 26; Jeruſe ſalem which is 
above 1 ree, hich + ig the Mother of us 
all. ikewiſe Eph. 2. 19. We are ſaid 
20 be Solan TW Ayior, Fellow Citi- 

Sens 
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Sons of the Saints; ſo alſo Phil. 3. 20. 
To mairdug nfl, Our Citizenſhip or 


Right to the — of Citizens, is ſaid 
to be in Heaven, from whence alſo we 


look for the Saviour,the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


3. The Church is ſometimes repre- 
ſented in Scripture as a Kingdom where- 
of Chriſt is King. Thus it was fore- 
told by the Angel to the Virgin Mary, 
Luke 1. 33. He ſball reign over the Houſe 


of Facob for ever, and. of his Kingdom 


there ſhall be no end. Thus it was de- 
ſcrib'd by the Prophet Ezekiel, c. 37. v. 

22. 24, 25. I will make them one Nation 
in the Land upon the Mountains of Iſrael, 
and one King ſhall be King to them all, 
and they ſhall be no more two Nations nei- 
ther hall they be divided into two King- 
doms any more at all, And David, my 


Servant, ſhall be King over them, andthey 
ſhall all hade one Shepherd, and my Ser- 


want David ſhall be their Prince for ever. 


Thus it was preach'd by St. Fohn Bap- 


tiſt, the Fore-runner of our Saviour, Re- 


pent for the Kingdom of Heaven is at 
Hand. Mat. 


3. 2. And when our Saviour 
was asked by Pilate, Art thou the King 
of the Fews, he affirm'd it by anſwering, 
Thou ſay'ft it; and at the ſame time _ 

. | _ 


Tae 

him, For this end came I into the World, 
that 1 ſbould bear (Witneſs to the Tr uth. 
And though our Saviour docs affirm that 


his Kingdom is not of this World, 7. e. 


not of the ſame Kind with the Sovereign- 
ties and Dominions of the Civil Polity, 


yet he ſufficiently ſhews it to be a King- 


dom in this World, when. upon his De. 
clarat ion, That all. Power is given him 
both in en and in Earth; he commiſ- 


ſions his Apoſtles to go and proſelyte or 


diſciple all Nations, to baptize and teach 


them all whatſoever he had commanded - 


them, and promiſes he would be with them 
fin this their Adminiſtration of hisSpiritual 


Kingdom even unto the end of the World, 


Matt. 28. v. 18, 19, 20. And this St. 


Paul plainly ſhews us to be the Vedia- 
torial Kingdom of our Saviour, which was 


to be adminiſter'd in this World. For 
when the end cometh, he ſhall deliver 
up the Kingdom to God even the Father, 


for he muſt reign till he hath put all Ene- 
mies under his Feet, the laſt Enemy that 
ſhall be deſtroyed is Death. And when 


all things ſhall be ſubdu'd unto him, then 
ſhall the Son allo himſelf be fubject, that 
God may be all in all, 1 Cor. 15. v. 24, 
25, 26. 28. More might be urg d, as 


St. 


ITY 


St. Peter's calling him, the Prince of 


Life, Ad 3. 15. and calling his Church, 
2 Choſen Generation, a Royal Prieſthood, 


an Holy Nation, which were the pecu- 


Har Boaſts of the Carnal, but are now 


ne to the Spiritual, Tfrael 1 Ep. 


£53. v0 
But this may be ſufficient to let us ſee 
how the Oracles of God repreſent the State 
and Condition of the Church, not as an un- 
certain, caſual, confus d Number, but as 
an organiz d, well order'd, duly regu⸗ 
lated Body or Incorporate Society. N 


And all that the weak Oracles of Res- 


ſon have to ſay againſt all this, is no 
more than that theſe are only Figurative 
and Parabolical Repreſentations, and that 
the Argument for the Truth of any thing 
is but very weak, which is drawn only 
from a Similitude. But are theſe Argu- 


ings becoming Creatures to their Creator, 
as if it could be either the Intereſt or 
Deſign of God Almighty to impoſe upen 


his Creatures, either with weak or falle 
Reaſoning; Truth and Goodneſs are his 
Attributes, what he ſays to us muſt be 
true; what he does for us, as it is Gra- 
tuitous, ſo it muſt be Good. 


Hows- 


* 
£ 
* 
i 
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However, ſince the Manifeſtations of 
the Spirit and of Power, the Faith of 
Divine Revelation is too weak a Principle 
to ſubdue the high Thoughts, the migh- 
ty Imaginations of theſe Men of Reaſon: 


Let us conſider whether the Spiritual In- 
corporation of the Church may not ap- 
pear to. be a Point credible from ſuch Ar- 


guments as they themſelves do generally 
allow, and do commonly require from 
us, 7. e. ſuch Arguments as may be 


drawn from the Nature of the thing it 
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Now the Nature of any thing appears 
cleareſt (to us, who are not yet admitted 
to Viſion, but muſt proceed upon Diſ- 
courſe) from the neceſſary Eſſential Pro- 
perties of it, and the neceſſary Eſſential 
Properties of an Incorporate Body, may, 
I think be all of them compriz'd in the 
following particulars. | 


= A Charter granted by ſome Su- 


perior Authority, by which they do 
perior Authority, y 


2. Some Privileges, which They, and 


They only who do ſubſiſt under that 
Charter, do in common enjoy under 
3. A Power to govern themſelves ac- 
- cording 
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cording to the Fundamental Laws of that 


Charter. 
4. A Right to adminiſter that Govern- 
ment by Officers of their o-ẽ-n. 


* 


5. A Right alſo to preſcribe Rules « or 


By-Laws to themſelves for Orders ſake, 


in Matters Indifferent, or Undetermin'd 


by their Fundamental Charter. 


Now all this they — grant to the 


Civil Sovereign, and think it a Power 
highly uſeful, and beneficial, to the good 
Government of the whole Community. 

And if they would be pleas'd to allow to 


God Almighty as much Authority, as 


they are pleas'd to do to his Vice-gerents, 
and withal would be pleas'd to allow, 
that the Conduct of the Spiritual Life to 
everlaſting Peace and Happineſs, is as uſe- 
ful and beneficial to Mankind as the Con- 


duct of Civil Life to Temporal Peace and 


Happineſs, can poſſibly be. 


Upon theſe two reaſonable Suppoſi- b 


tions, that God can grant them, and that 


they are of Uſe and Benefit to Mankind, 


when granted, it will not be difficult to 


prove, that the Church is in Poſſeſſion of - 


all the Neceſſary and Eſſential Properties 


of an Incorporate Body. For 


1. To be as brief as we can, What 
. 15 
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is a Charter but the Sovereign Will au- 
thentickly expreſs'd in Writing? The 
Church of God does not now ſubſiſt upon 
the Principles of Natural Religion, our 
own Diſappointment of them, made it 
neceſſary for God Almighty, to give us 
a politive Inſtituted Religion, the Laws 
of which are deliver'd to us in his Di- 
vine Revelations; we have his Written 
Word, and this was written for our 
Learning, that it might become to us a 
Juſt and Adzquate Rule both of our 
Faith and Manners. This is our Divine 
Authentick Charter. Again, 

2. What is Privilege but the Grant of 
ſomething we could not make a Claim to, 
without the Power of that Charter by 
which it is granted. And in this Senſe, 
under the Charter of an inſtituted and 
_ reveaP'd Religion, the Church enjoys the 
moſt valuable Privileges. We now enjoy, 
what by Nature we cannot have, Ihe 
Means of Grace in order to the Hop es 
of Glory. Nature weaken'd, enfeeb['d, 
corrupted by its own Depravations, is by 
theſe means again inabled to make good 
its Title to Everlaſting Happineſs: We 
who were ſometimes afarr off, Aliens 
and Strangers to God and the Common- 
wealth of Iſael, may now draw nigh 
with 


C205 


with Faith, and have again acceſs to him- 


The Word of F aith preach'd, the Inſtru- 
ments of Grace adminiftred, the Powers 


of the World to come declar- d, do plain 


5 ſhew us, that as by Nature we are the 
hildren of Wrath, fo by theſe invalu- 
able, gratuitous, . d Privileges, 


we. may become the adopted Sons of : 


God. Again, 

3. What' is a Power to govern d 
ſelves according to the Fundamental 
Laws of that Charter, but only en Ex- 
emption from that Arbitrary Will and 


Power, whereby the Sovereign had a 
Right to command them, and a change 


of it into the moderated Terms of a Le- 
gal, well-temper'd Government; ſo that 
the Sovereign Will cannot now other- 


wife command, then according to the 


Laws and Rules in the Charter granted, 
This Privilege of a legal, equitable, mo- 


derated Government, the Church enjoys 

in the fulleſt Perfection of it. For now 
we are not under a Covenant of Works, 
but under the Covenant of Grace. By 


the Principles of Natural Religion, 


the Soul' that finneth it ſhall dye, 


but now if we do ſin, we may not dye. 
For under this ſtipulated Covenant of 
Grace, a Redemption 15 brought unto us, 


C 2 : a 


—— — — 2 — 
OO a ————— ————— oe at or 0 8 — ee. A 
- = cr a — 


Ve 
2 Propitiation 1s provided for us; and 


though we ſhould tranſgreſs the Laws 


and Rules of our Charter, yet may we 
from thence plead againſt the Divine 
„ Warranta, the Gracious Privilege 
of Repentance, through the Merits and 
Satisfaction of that great Redeemer and 


— I 
4. What is a Right to miniſter that Go- 


vernment by Officers of their own, but 


only a Privilege granted to ſecure them 
from the Depredations of Aliens and 
Strangers to their Society, {uch as the 
Sovereign, before the Charter granted, 
had a Right to ſend amongſt them. Stran- 


gers are apt to. have more regard for 


their private Intereſt, than for the pub- 
lick Intereſt of the Community ; and 
therefore it is no ſmall Priviledge to any 


Society to have the Power of admini- 
ſtring their Government by Officers of 


their own, i. e. by ſuch as will always 
have a Fellow- feeling andCompaſſion for 
them; by ſuch as underſtand, and there- 
fore will always have more regard for 
the publick Good of the Community, 
than their own private Intereſt and 
Advantage. . 


This 


( 21 * „ | 
This Privilege the Church of God 
has always enjoy'd under the inſtituted 
Charter of his Written Wort. 
When Mankind, by Failure in their 
Duty upon the Principles of Natural Re- 
ligion, had diſappointed the end of the 
Sacred Polity, and were become unable. 
to ſecure to themſelves their eternal 
Peace and Happineſs, then it was, as St. 
Paul tells us, we fell under the Power 
of Satan, not only à Stranger to our 
Nature, but as tlie Name imports, an 
Enemy, an Adverſary to it; then we fell 
under the Tyranny of Sin reigning by 
the Law; then we came under the Com- 
mand of the Law of Sin and Death, and 
from thence he tells us Death reign'd 
from Adam unto Moſes. 


But there it was we were firſt adit Re, 
ted to the Gracious Diſpenſation of the _ 


Written Word; the Jewiſh Law was 
the firſt Written Law-that was deliver'd 
to Mankind; and though it did not ex- 
preſs the Fulneſs of the Goſpel, yet was 
it given us as a School-maſter to lead us 
through weak Elements into the fuller 

Myſteries of the Laws of Chriſt. 

And there we learn that the Law of 
"0m pun of Life | in Chritt Jeſus hath 


made 


(22). 


| VEE us free from the Law of Sin and 


Death, Rom. 8. 2. Our Adverſary the 


Devil, like a roaring Lyon, goes about 
ſeeking whom he may devour ; but the 
Son of Man came to ſeek and to ſave 


that which was loſt. For we have not 


an High Prieſt which cannot be touch'd 


with the feeling of our Infirmities, but 


was in all points tempted like as we are, 
yet without Sin. For this reaſon it be- 
hov'd him to be made like unto his Bre- 


thren, that he might be a Merciful and 


Faithful High Prieſt, in things pertain- 
ing to God, to make Reconciliation for 
the Sins of the People. And when he 
had ſuffer'd for us, and aſcended up oh 
High, he gave Gifts unto Men. Some 
Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, ſome Evange- 
liſts, ſome Paſtors and Teachers; and 


thus we obtain'd - the Privilege, to have 


our Government adminiſter'd by Officers 
of our W n. 


5. What is a Right to preſcribe Rules 


or Bye-Laws to themſelves in Matters 
Indifferent or Undetermin'd, by the Fun- 
damental Laws of their Charter, but 
ſuch a Privilege as 1s allow'd to all So- 
cieties whatſoever for Orders fake. The 
ArchiteQonical Wiſdom, as the Writers 


of 


2 2 e mp} © 


(23) 


of Politicks call it, having by its Charter 


fixt all the ſubſtantial parts of that Duty 


and Service which is requir'd from the 


Body, either of the whole Incorporated 
Society, or of every particular Member 
in it, leaves the Diſpoſal of the attend- 


ing ceremonial Circumſtances to the Pru- 
_ dence and Diſcretion of thoſe, whole In- 


tereſt as well as Duty it is, to ſee that 
the Service intended be perform'd. And 
this not only becauſe what ſuits ſome 


Times, Places, Perſons, may not ſuit o- 


ther Times, Places, Perſons; and there- 
fore the variety of Times, Places, Per- 


ſons, muſt neceſſarily require a great va- 


riety of circumſtantial Ceremonies : But 
chiefly to give the Community or Incor- 
porate Society, an Opportunity of ex- 
preſſing their grateful and thankful Ac- 
knowledgements, by a ready Obedience 
in a cheerful and dutiful Performance of 


all that Honour and Service, which is 


due to the Author of their Being, for 

thoſe Benefits and Advantages they receive 
by the ſad Society. 3 
And this Privilege we find the Church 
of God in full Poſſeſſion of. Thus the 
Apoſtolical Rule only commands in ge- 
neral, That all Things be cone en 
| _ ana 
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3 1 | 
and in Order, and then leaves the Ap- 

plication of Particulars, to the pruden- 
tial Determination of thoſe who are con- 
cern'd for them. Thus St. Paul to the 
Corinthians, when he had given them 
particular Anſwers to ſome ſpecial In- 
quiries tells them, The reſt I will ſet in 
Order when I come, This has been the 
great Work and Buſineſs of all the Sy- 
nodical Labours of the Church, through 
all the Times and Ages of it. And thus 
the Church of England in Her Twen- 
tieth Article, declares, That the Church 
hath Power to decree Rites or Cere- 
monies, and Authority in Controverſies 
R 1 = = 

Thus it appears both from the Will of 
God reveal'd to us in his Written Word, 
and from the Nature of the Thing it ſelf, 
that the Church of God is a Body, a Spi- 
ritual Incorporation, ſubſiſting upon the 
Divine Charter of the Will of God, in 
- Poſſeſſion of all the neceſſary Eſſential 
Properties of ſuch a Body, conveying to 
us the nobleſt Privileges for conducting 
Mankind to the Great and Spiritual Ends 
of the Sacred Polity, the compaſling their 
Eternal Peace and Happineſs. And if it 
really be fo, then how Sacred, how ve- 
ES. | nerable 


(55) 


nerable ought that Authority to be | 
Which is thus founded u pon the Will of 


God, ſubſiſted by his Power, arid cori- 
veys to us rhe greateſt Benefits and Bleſ- 
lings, that Mankind can either deſire or 


expect. 


But when we found the Authority of 


| Religion upon this bottom of Divine Au- 


thority, we ſeem to make it Independetit 


of the Civil Power, and ſo indeed we do; 


and from hence fre urg'd by our Modern 
Scepticks, with all the Abfurdities, Dif- 
ficulties and Dangers ariſing from "whit 
they call Imperium in Imperio, We can- 
not make tlie Spiritual Power Independent 
of the Civil but we muſt make it interfere 


with, become an Enem 2 2 and oppoſite td 


it; This is the grand Objection, the in 


ſuperable Prejudice againſt this way of 


ſtating the Queſtion, which was, firſt 
mov'd by the Atheiſt, improv d and cul⸗ 
tivated by the Exaſtiun, and is at preſent 
the common Out- cry to baniſh'from the 
Minds of Men all Notions of a Divine 
Authority. 

But I hope we may be abie effectually 
to encounter this Scare-crow of an Af: 
gument, ſhew it to have neither Strength 
nor Manlineſs, to be no more indeed thai 

"0: St ick 
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Bak it . to give to God pre 


which is Gods; fo ſhall we find 

Spiritual Sovereign, will not only allow, 
but command us too, To Wye 6 to C 
that which is Case „ 939 


